
  On November 17, 2020 at the Oxford Township Building, 780 Hanover Street, New Oxford,  

PA  17350, Vice-Chairman Frank Sneeringer called the regular Board of Supervisors meeting to order 

at 6:30p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.  The quorum consisted of 

Supervisors Harry McKean and M. Frank Sneeringer.  Sitting with the Supervisors was Solicitor John 

Baranski, Engineer Terry Myers, Manager Heather Snyder and Zoning & Code Enforcement Officer 

Darrin Catts.   

 

  Meeting Minutes:  McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to approve the November 11, 

2020 meeting minutes as written.   2 Aye Votes  

 

Public Comments Non-Agenda Issues: None 

 

Chief Staab, EARP Report:  Chief Staab reported in October EARP wrote 41 

Supplemental Reports, 102 Incident Reports written, issued 3 Non-traffic Citations, had 7 

Misdemeanor Arrests and 1 Felony Arrest.  EARP issued 50 Traffic Citations, gave 25 Written 

or Verbal Warning and conducted 8 Vehicle Investigations.      

Chief Staab reported the crime in the Township. 

 

EARP Commission Report:  The EARP Budget was approved; EARP are picking up a 

new car this Friday and another officer will be added to the force.       

 

 Open Sealed Bids and Award Bid for 1990 John Deere Backhoe:   The Township received 

one sealed bid from Conewago Valley School District for $15,501.00.  McKean second by Sneeringer 

motioned to accept Conewago Valley School District’s bid of $15,501.00 for the 1990 John Deere 

Backhoe.  2 Aye Votes 

 

Oxford Glen’s 18-Month Maintenance Bond:  Jeff Rummel spent time on-site with the 

developer; even with the developer grounding off and sealing there will still be some puddling.    The 

inlet and concrete repairs were completed.  McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to approve the 

release of the Oxford Glen’s 18-month maintenance bond (3 bonds for the different phases).  2 Aye 

Votes 

 

Summerfield Final Phase 1 Subdivision & Land Development Plan Grant a 90-Day Time 

Extension:  Summerfield is now addressing a different pump design which changes the pump station 

structure and pump well to meet NOMA’s requests.  McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to accept 

their 90-Day Time Extension for the Summerfield Final Phase 1 Subdivision & Land Development 

Plan.  2 Aye Votes 

The Board of Supervisors stand firm not accepting streets with the street sweeping option.  

Baranski advised the street sweeping option is nonsense; there are other BMP alternatives.   

 

Oxford Township’s 2021 Budget:  The budget has been advertised accordingly.  McKean 

second by Sneeringer motioned to adopt the proposed Oxford Township 2021 Budget as advertised.  

This is a good budget; no tax increase.  2 Aye Votes  

  

 



Review Planning Commission Letter regarding Electronic Sign Amendment Ordinance 

2020-124:  Baranski acknowledged it is a well written ordinance.  The Planning Commission 

questioned the locations of Route 30 & Route 94 only.  Catts explained Route 30 & Route 94 touch five 

different zoning districts.  The Planning Commission’s suggestion was not consistent with the original 

desire of the Board of Supervisors.  The Planning Commission would like to see them listed in 

Commercial and Industrial Districts.  If the Board of Supervisors did what the Planning Commission 

suggests; this would exclude The Brethren Home Community.  McKean thanked the Planning 

Commission’s review and will take their recommendation under advisement and wait for Adams 

County Planning and Development’s review comments.   McKean second by Sneeringer tabled the 

Electronic Sign Amendment Ordinance 2020-124.  2 Aye Votes 

 

Planning Commission’s comment letter regarding Portable Storage Containers 

Amendment Ordinance 2020-123:  The Board of Supervisors received Adams County Planning and 

Township Planning review comments; they were fine with it as submitted to them.  McKean second by 

Sneeringer motioned to advertise the portable storage container amendment ordinance 2020-123.  2 Aye 

Votes   The Board acknowledged Catt’s effort in writing these two ordinances.    

 

Planning Commission request for Zoom meetings & Compensation Pay:  The Planning 

Commission is asking the Board for zoom capabilities for their meetings and be compensated for their 

time participating in the zoom meetings.  Currently, the Planning Commission has the ability to 

telephonically attend the meetings.   It would be difficult to look at plans during a zoom meeting.     

Baranski advises there is a reason they are asking; there might be some concern of getting 

COVID. The Board of Supervisors have to recognize while under this pandemic you have to be able to 

accommodate the Township’s needs.  The developer’s submittals need reviewed accurately and timely 

but also recognize that there is an inherit danger with what is going on and make sure you provide for 

that safety for your members.  The Board of Supervisors can go on record with a motion as long as we 

are under this pandemic situation, if they attend telephonically, they still get their pay compensation.   

McKean acknowledged there is money in the budget; by the next meeting Snyder can get a 

conference phone to be able to hook-in to the meetings.       

 

Joe Anastasi who lives in Simme Valley questioned if public attend the planning commission 

meetings and if the meeting room can accommodate COVID social distancing.   McKean answered 

very seldom does the public attend; maybe with the bigger developments or subjects causing 

confrontation will attract the public.  If need be, the meeting could be moved to one of our garage bays; 

other townships have done this McKean attended.    

 

It’s Sneeringer’ s opinion, having a conference phone & the ability to sign out plans to take home 

to review during the meetings for a limited time until the COVID pandemic is lifted is a better solution 

and easier to manage than trying to create a zoom meeting we are not prepared for.  The Board of 

Supervisors will get a speaker phone set up and rearrange the meeting room with additional tables and 

chairs to provide social distancing.   

 

McKean motioned to allow Planning Commission members to be compensated for participating 

in meetings telephonically, second by Sneeringer.   2 Aye Votes 

 



McKean motioned we will have the Township purchase a speaker phone system to allow for call-

ins to the Planning Commission and other meetings, second by Sneeringer.   2 Aye Votes 

 

McKean motioned that the Planning Commission is now able to sign out plans if the Planning 

Commission member does not anticipate attending the actual meeting as long as there are enough plans 

available, second by Sneeringer.   2 Aye Votes  

 

Adopt Certification of Codification:  McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to adopt the 

Certification of September 9, 2020 Codification.  2 Aye Votes   

 

Manager’s Report:   

The ballfield fence was to be installed today however with the rain they are behind schedule; no 

new date given.   

 

The Roadcrew completed the Fire Hydrant Inspections and those reports were given to NOMA.   

 

The new phone system was installed last week; it’s working well.   

 

Terry Myers completed his review and comments on the Plan Review Checklist.  A meeting can 

be scheduled with the Board of Supervisors to finalize the checklist.   

 

Snyder asked for an Executive Session to discuss the Part-Time Administration Position. 

 

YATB/ACTCC Report:  No representative present. 

 

Solicitor’s Report:  Baranski was present after a lengthy absence; nothing to report. 

         

Engineer’s Report:   

Terry Myers reported at the last meeting the suggested Stormwater Management Ordinance 

changes to address street sweeping were passed along to Shane Rohrbaugh for review and comments.  

Baranski didn’t have a chance to talk to Rohrbaugh before this meeting.   

 Oxford Pointe does not have street sweeping in their BMP’s.  Oxford Pointe used amended soils 

etc… ; GHI will need to be aware of this.   

Oxford Pointe’s Notice of Termination (NOT) is a part of their NPDES Permit; it gets filed with 

Rusty Ryan.  It explains that each homeowner with a BMP on their property is aware of the BMP and 

what the maintenance requirements are for that BMP.  The sign off sheet gets recorded with the deed 

and with the homeowner documents.     

Misty Creek:  Terry Myers will get in touch with Rusty Ryan to hear what Misty Creeks BMP’s 

are.  Misty Creek’s streets are private.   

Oxford Glen:  Oxford Glen does not have street sweeping as part of their post construction 

stormwater management.   

At this point the Township has not taken over any streets that have street sweeping as a BMP 

requirement.   

 

Becker Road and Brickyard Road Sewer Project/Notification letter on well testing:  Terry Myers 

modified his letter to explain in more detail what the Act 537 Plan is and what is the procedure.  Myers 



asked for approval of this letter so it can be sent out to begin the process.  The Board of Supervisors are 

in agreement to send the letter as written.  This is done so the Township can develop a need to justify  

providing sewer in that area.    This is apart of the process incase we want to go for a grant in the future.   

 

Roadmaster’s Report:  The Roadcrew is getting the trucks ready for winter.   

 

Code and Zoning Officer:    Darrin Catts brought Baranski and Terry Myers up to date on what 

transpired last week at the Oxford Pointe Development.  Catts received a call from the contractor for an 

inspection.  The contractor was installing a driveway access across a sediment basin.  Rusty Ryan had 

not approved what they were doing and was told not to continue.  Burkentine contacted the Township 

and said it is not the Township’s problem it is Adams County’s problem.  

The Township scheduled a meeting on Thursday with Burkentine’s Director of Construction, the 

Site Superintendent, Mike Purnell from C. S. Davidson Inc., Bill Hill from William F. Hill Assoc. 

representing NOMA, and Frank Sneeringer supporting Darrin Catts.   By late Tuesday afternoon, Rusty 

Ryan had granted some conditional approvals for the theory of what it was they were doing, as long as 

it was done correctly with some caveats Rusty gave that Megan from GHI. was to get back with him.   

Burkentine was unaware that approvals had not been obtained.     

It was pointed out to Burkentine, there were two foundations already dug without the Township 

required stake out inspections preformed.  GHI will have to provide the Township with Location 

Surveys to show that the houses were being placed where they were on the final land development plan 

since the stakeout inspection was no longer able to be done.  Catts received the Location Surveys 

electronically this morning for both properties.  Burkentine called yesterday for stakeout inspections for 

two other permitted properties.    

Bill Hill gave his opinion; he didn’t know about it until Catts told him Tuesday morning.  Hill 

was concerned for the method of construction for the driveway support going across.  Hill is not happy 

with the way the driveway is constructed or installed.      

Baranski will check if our ordinance allows for fees in the enforcement of site prep violations  

involving a week and a half of Catts’s time (if it can be taken out of escrow money).   

 

Catts asked Baranski for his opinion; a gentleman purchased a piece of property on 2154 Carlisle 

Pike.  At that time; the gentleman was told he was purchasing .8 acres.  In the last couple days, the 

owner discovered he purchased .08 acres and his septic tank is on the neighboring parcel.  When you 

step out his front door you are on the neighbor’s property.   

Baranski said his mistake of what he bought is not a Township concern.  Now that he owns it; he 

must  comply with the Township ordinances.  If he is required to have his on-lot septic on his lot; the 

Township has the right to enforce that violation.  Our Township SEO was made aware of this situation.  

Baranski advised Catts the Township should send a letter to the property owner advising what 

violations exist and site the Code.  The Township Board of Supervisors acknowledges the issue exists 

and they are giving him the opportunity to get it corrected before they take any enforcement action.  

They are giving him a COVID grace period to get it accomplished.  The gentleman needs to take some 

kind of correction action; as it sits right now, he is in violation of the ordinance.  It is an inhabitable 

property.  MFS wants to sell this land that the septic is sitting on; the gentleman should get an attorney 

and take the land by adverse possession.    

 

A violation letter involving property maintenance went out today to 1125 Irishtown Road.   

 



Catt’s has a court hearing December 3rd , regarding 193 Fish & Game Road.  

 

Secretary’s Report:   

          Consent Agenda:  McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to accept the Consent Agenda as 

written.  2 Aye Votes  

 

Rec’d Proof of Publication Notice from the Gettysburg Times for the 2021 Proposed Budget, 

October 23, 2020.   

 

Rec’d Proof of Publication Notice from the Gettysburg Times for the 1990 John Deere Backhoe, 

on November 4, 2020. 

 

Rec’d Adam County Conservation District November 10, 2020 Technical Deficiency Letter 

regarding CVSD-Multi Purpose Turf Field major amendment to NPDES Permit. 

 

Rec’d Notification dated November 2, 2020, from NOMA of their intent to apply for a renewal 

of their NPDES Permit to continue to discharge of effluent from the wastewater treatment facility. 

 

Rec’d Notice dated November 11, 2020 from the Oxford Glen Homeowner’s Association their 

President is resigning. 

 

Rec’d miscellaneous info:  Conservancy News, Winter 2020 Adams County Land Conservancy, 

PSATS NewsBulletin October 2020, Nomination Form for the PSATS President’s Leadership Award,  

2020 PSATS Board Adopted PSATS Resolutions, Rabbittransit and CAT Organizations  2019-2020 

Annual Reports 

 

        Treasurer’s Report:  

List of Incomes, Bills and Transfers:  McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to approve the 

List of Incomes, Transfers and Pay Bills.   2 Aye Votes 

 

       Board of Supervisors Issues & Executive Session:  Nothing more to report. 

   

 Executive Session: 

 The Chairman moved to an Executive Session for personnel matters at 7:40 p.m. and 

reconvened back into session at 8:03p.m. 

 

McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to authorize to advertise a Part -Time position, with 20-

25 hours a week; pay rate will be based on experience.   2 Aye Votes   

 

Adjournment:   McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to adjourn the meeting. Unanimous 

Decision.    Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.   


