
  On March 10, 2021 at the Oxford Township Building, 780 Hanover Street, New Oxford,  

PA  17350, Chairman Iocco called the Board of Supervisors workshop to order at 10:00 a.m. followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.  The quorum consisted of Chairman Mario Iocco, 

Vice Chairman M. Frank Sneeringer, and Supervisor Harry McKean.  Sitting with the Supervisors is 

Township Manager Heather Snyder, Code and Zoning Officer Darrin Catts and Administrative 

Assistant Sandy Brenneman, Roadmaster Jeff Rummel and Road Employee Terry Hockensmith.  

 

  Meeting Minutes:   

McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to approve the February 24, 2021 meeting minutes as 

written.   3 Aye Votes  

           

 Public Comments Non-Agenda Issues:  

Timothy Dennis resident at 1125 Irishtown Road asked the Board of Supervisors for a 

three-month extension to clean up his property.  Dennis advised he’s been unable to comply due 

to his job and health issues.   Mario Iocco asked Zoning and Code Officer, Darrin Catts if Dennis 

was making process in cleaning up the debris.   Catts advised there are still lots of violations and 

not a lot of changes.  Harry McKean asked when the first violation letter was sent to Dennis; 

Catts advised the first one was sent November 17, 2020, second December 29, 2020 and a third 

February 9, 2021.  Dennis mentioned if he is given another extension; he will work on cleaning 

up his property.   

McKean motion to grant a 45- day extension until April 30, 2021; if the property is not in 

compliance by May 3, 2021 charges will be filed. Iocco reminded Dennis he has 45-days to make his 

property safe and sanitary, and once a week someone from the township will check on Dennis’s 

progress.  McKean second by Sneeringer motioned to approve.  3 Aye Votes. 

Catts will send Dennis a certified and a first-class letter summarizing today’s decision. 

 

Manager’s Report:   

The final Auditor’s meeting will be held March 25, 2021 at 4:00 pm. 

 

Irishtown Fire Company asked for signatures from the Board of Supervisors for ProBoard.  Their 

first responders are recognized and certified in varies levels of professionalism for qualifications 

standards with the State.  

 

Snyder asked if anyone was interested in attending the March 27, 2021, Irishtown Fire Company 

banquet; Iocco will check his calendar.  

 

The mailbox has been installed and within 10 days we should start receiving mail at the office. 

 

All of the technology has been ordered and Snyder and Catts are working on setting it up; cost is 

right around $1,500.00 as of now.  

 

Snyder advised the delivery fee for the street sweeper is $1,250.00 each way, Iocco advised 

Rummel to go pick up the street sweeper.   

 

There was a problem with the backup generator that showed engine overspeed.  Dyna Tech was 

called to check the backup generator; the Tech tested the system, reset the generator, cleaned the dirty 



slip rings and recommended replacing the generator brushes.  Snyder will get a quote for replacing the 

brushes.   

 

Snyder and Rummel mentioned that the roadcrew has been doing a lot of roadside trimming.  

The current telescopic pole saw bought back in 2000 no longer works and parts are no longer available.  

Rummel asked if he could buy a new telescopic pole saw for $670.00;  McKean second by Iocco 

motioned to approve. 3 Aye Votes  

 

 

PERCS: 

The PERCS representative,  Senior Supervising Technician, Bill Smith was in attendance to 

review the two October 2020 inspection reports received.   

 

Smith advised when emergencies occur throughout the business day, he is generally the first to 

go out and review the situation.    Smith is responsible for training the technicians and basically 

oversees the technical aspect of the business. 

 

Smith will send an electronic file of the PennDot Condition Diagrams for the Township’s 

intersections.  The diagrams show the location of the things the township can maintain; post mounted 

signs, stop bars and main use arrows.  The only thing the township needs PERCS for is the overhead 

things.   The documents list all of the signs for that designated area, along with the PennDot designation 

for those signs.  This gives the township the information to order the signs directly from a PennDot 

approved sign shop.    

Smith mentioned timing at a traffic light is set by PennDot; PERCS cannot change the timing.  

All light timing changes must be approved through PennDot; and usually has to include a traffic study.   

  

McKean asked Smith what the maximum life expectance is of mast arms; Smith advised at least 

30 years, only two companies make mast arms today.   Smith did advise that PERCS does have spare 

poles in their yard.  

 

Loop wires that are exposed, Smith advised to seal with Bondo.  Roadmaster Jeff Rummel asked 

if a problem is created with a loop when they apply petromat and two applications of tar and chip; 

Smith said that would not cause a problem since no milling will be done.    

 

Smith mentioned that the township intersections are loops.   Loops are almost obsolete; all of the 

new intersections are going with radar or video detection.   Smith advised there is no scheduled 

maintenance needed with radar detection.  McKean asked if the radar detection would be affected by 

the pylons moving in the wind;  Smith said no and added, radar detection is not affected by roadwork 

either.  Iocco asked what the downtime would be for replacing loops with radar detection; Smith said 

there would be no down time.  McKean and Iocco asked Smith to get a quote on replacing the loops 

with radar detection at the Lincoln Street and New Oxford Shopping Center.   

 

The traffic light at Lincoln Street and New Oxford Shopping Center, LED modules are past their 

normal life expectancy; replacement of all at once is highly recommended to reduce overall cost.  Smith 

advised the new ones come with a 5-year warranty; and with the LED modules being so old Smith said 

Green Light Go will pay for the new LED modules.     



 

Iocco asked Smith how PERCS is notified when there is an issue.  Smith advised they get calls 

from a township official, police or after hours from 911; they will not take calls from citizens.  PERCS 

does not have an answering service, phone calls are directly sent to the cell phone of the technician on 

call.  Smith advised PERCS will not immediately fix things unless it will cause a problem or danger.   

 

Sneeringer asked PERCS to notify the township office when they are going to do an inspection 

so Rummel or Hockensmith can be on site during the inspection.    

 

Smith will work on getting quotes on the few things that need repaired per the two inspection 

reports received in October. 

 

 

Code and Zoning Officer:  

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT: 

Catts received a sketch plan from Chuck Messersmith from Bourbon Mill about 

expanding his parking. Reviewed plan and Stormwater Management ordinance. 

Catts called him the next morning and advised that there would need to be 

significant engineering involved with the design for this project since the majority of 

his parcel in in the Floodway.  Rusty Ryan from the conservation district did review 

with property owner.   Catts spoke with Rusty Ryan to be sure they were taking a 

similar approach. They both provided Chuck Messersmith almost identical input as 

to what would be needed.  

 

Catts is working with The Brethren Home Community about the accessibility 

concerns with the 5 new apartment buildings. Catts received drawings from their 

design firm, and Joe Crider and Catts reviewed the submission.  

 

 

Roadmaster’s Report:   

The Roadmaster’s report was included in the Board of Supervisor’s notebooks for review.   

 

Secretary’s Report:  Nothing to report.     

 

Board of Supervisors Issues & Executive Session:  Nothing to report 

 

    Adjournment: Sneeringer second by McKean motioned to adjourn the meeting at 11:55 am.              

Unanimous Decision.  


