ORDINANCE NO. 2023-134

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF OXFORD, ADAMS COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, ENTITLED THE “SEWER SYSTEM CONNECTIONS”
CHAPTER 18, PART 1 AS CODIFIED IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP

WHEREAS, on November 20, 2012, the Board of Supervisors enacted Ordinance No. 2012-89
known as the Sewer System Connections Ordinance; an

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2012-89 has been codified as part of the Code of Ordinances
of the Township of Oxford in Chapter 18, Part 1 thereof, Sections 18-101 through 18-121 inclusive; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors wish to repeal and replace Chapter 18, Part 1
(Sections 18-101 through 18-121) Ordinance No. 2012-89 and the Code of Ordinances of the Township of
Oxford, as aforesaid;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Supervisors of Oxford
Township, Adams County, Pennsylvania, and it is here by enacted and ordained by the authority of
same as follows:

CHAPTER 18 PART 1

SEWER SYSTEM CONNECTIONS
§ 18-101. Definitions. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Unless the context specifically and clearly indicates otherwise, the meaning of the
terms used in this Part shall be as follows:

AUTHORITY - The New Oxford Municipal Authority, Adams County,
Pennsylvania, or as the context may require, the Authority Board (in
connection with matters requiring action of the Board) or such officers or
employees of the Authority as are authorized to act for the Authority onthe
premises.

BUILDING SEWER - The pipe connecting the sewage drainage system of
any structure to the service lateral.

CUSTOMER - The person, whether owner or tenant, utilizing sewer
service furnished by the Authority to a property.

EQUIVALENT DWELLING UNIT (EDU) -A dwelling place occupied byone
family, whether a single, double or multiple row house; an apartment,
condominium or townhouse; a commercial or industrial connection with
domestic and/or industrial wastes each having an estimated waste flow of
250 gallons per day.

IMPROVED PROPERTY - Any property within the Township upon which



there is erected a structure intended for continuous or periodic use,
habitation or occupancy by human beings or animals and from which
structure sanitary sewage and/or industrial waste shall be or may be
discharged.

INDUSTRIAL WASTE -Any solid, liquid or gaseous substance, rejected
or escaping in the course of any industrial, manufacturing, trade or business
process or in the course of the development, recovery or processing of
natural resources which is discharged into the sewer system as distinct from
sanitary sewage.

OWNER - Any person vested with ownership, legal or equitable, sole or
partial, of any property located in the Township.

PERSON - Any individual, partnership, company, association, society,
corporation or other group or entity.

PLUMBING CODE - The BOCA Plumbing Code prepared by the Building
Officials Conference of America currently in effect and as from time to
time is revised, amended, or superseded.

SANITARY SEWAGE - The type of toilet and other water-carried waste
normally discharged from residential properties.

SERVICE LATERAL - That part of a sewer system extending from a
collecting sewer main to the street curb or, if there is no street curb, then to
the property line.

SEWER - Any pipe or conduit constituting a part of the sewer system used
or usable for sewage collection purposes.

SEWER SYSTEM - All facilities, as of any particular time, for collecting,
pumping and disposing of sanitary sewage and industrial waste situated
in the Township and owned and/or operated by the Authority.

STREET — Includes street, avenue, boulevard, road, highway, freeway,
parkway, lane, alley, viaduct and any other ways used or intended to be used
by vehicular traffic or pedestrians, whether public or private.

TOWNSHIP - The Township of Oxford, Adams County, Pennsylvania, or,
as the context may require, Township Board of Supervisors (in connection
with matters requiring action of the Board) or such officers or employees of
the Township as are authorized to act for the Township in the premises.

§ 18-102. Connection Required When Service Available. [Ord. 2023-134,
1/3/2023]

L.

Connection Required Upon Availability of Service and Failure of On-Lot
System. If the property shall be connected to a functioning on-lot system in
use at the time of the adoption of this Part 1 and is within 200 feet of the
collection sewer line in existence at the time of the adoption of this Part 1,
then, in such instance, upon a failure of the on-lot system, the owner shall be
required to connect his or her premises with the sewer system without delay



in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Authority currently in
effect covering such connections, said rules and regulations to be adopted by
the Township by ordinance, from time to time. In no instance shall the owner
be permitted to repair and/or replace the failing on-lot system in substitution
for the mandatory connection requirements herein.

2 Connection Required Upon Future Availability of Service. As from time to
time sewer service becomes available to additional properties within the
Township limits by reason of the improvements abutting or adjoining or
accessible to the sewer system, or by reason of additional extension ofthe
sewer system so as to make sewer service available to additional improved
properties accessible to and whose principal building is within 200 feet from
any collection sewer line of said sewer system, said property owners shall,
upon receipt of written notice of the Township or Authority ordering
connection, be required to connect his or her premises with the sewer
system without delay in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
Township or Authority currently in effect covering such connections, said
rules and regulations to be adopted by the Township by ordinance, from time to
time. In this instance, the property owner shall not be excused from mandatory
connection as a result of being connected to a functioning on-lot system.

§ 18-103. Authority and/or Township May Cause Connection Upon Default of
Owner. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

If any owner of improved property accessible to and whose principal building is within
200 feet from a collection sewer line of said sewer system neglects or refuses to
connect with said sewer system after written notice so to do. the Authority and/or
Township, pursuant to its rules and regulations, may make such connection upon
failure of such owner to make the required connection the applicable period. The
Authority or its agents may, in accordance with the provisions of the Authority's rules
and regulations and the Pennsylvania Authorities Act, enter upon such property and
construct such connection and, upon completion of the work, send an itemized bill of
the cost of construction to the property owner, which bill shall be payable as required
in the Authority's rules and regulations.

§ 18-104. Penalty for Failure to Connect. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

If any owner of improved property within the Township shall have failed to connect
his or her property with the sewer system as required by§ 18-102 of this Part, then
the Township and/or Authority shall have given such owner written notice pursuant
to their rules and regulation, and such owner shall be subject to the enforcement
remedies therein.

Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part, upon
conviction thereof in an action brought before a district justice in the manner provided
for the enforcement of summary offenses under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal
Procedure, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000
plus costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment
not to exceed 90 days. Each day that a violation of this Part continues or each
Section of this Part which shall be found to have been violated shall constitute a
separate offense.



§ 18-105. Unlawful Sewage Receptacles. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

It shall be unlawful, for any person 1) To own, maintain, operate, or use within the
Township a privy, cesspool, vault, septic tank or similar receptacle for sanitary sewage
upon any property now or hereafter improved, in violation of the Authority's rules and
regulations; 2) To connect any such privy, cesspool, vault, septic tank or similar
receptacle with any such sewer in violation of the Authority's rules and regulations;
or 3) To discharge sewage into any storm sewer or other sewer or outlet other than in
accordance with the Authority's rules and regulations.

§ 18-106. Penalties for Owning or Operating Unlawful Sewage Receptacles.
[Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Any person violating § 18-105 of this Part shall be subject to the enforcement remedies
contained in the Authority's rules and regulations.

§ 18-107. Unlawful Disposal. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

It shall be unlawful for any individual or entity of any nature to dispose or cause to
be disposed, or drain or cause to be drained, any downspout, sump pump, or other non-
sewerage polluted waters into the lines of the Authority's municipal sanitary sewerage
system in violation of the Authority's rules and regulations. Violators of the aforesaid
provision shall be subject to the enforcement remedies thereof.



§ 18-108. Manner of Notification. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Notices to property owners under sections of this Part shall be given in accordance
with the Township and/or Authority's rules and regulations.

§ 18-109. Penalties. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Penalties shall be in accordance with the Township and/or Authority's rules and regulations.

§ 18-110. Sewer Line Blockages. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

The provisions related to sewer line blockages in the Authority's rules and regulations
are hereby adopted.

5 18-111. Application for Service Connection. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

A written application for a sewer connection permit shall be made to the Authority, as
provided by the Authority's rules and regulations, by all property owners desiring
to be connected with the sewer system.

§ 18-112. Sewer Connection Usage and Service. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Sewer connection, usage and service shall be in accordance with the Authority's rules
and regulations.

§ 18-113. Privilege to Investigate. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Should the Township have reasonable cause to believe that any premises is in violation
of this Part, the Township, by its duly authorized agents, shall have the right of access
at all reasonable hours to all parts of any premlses connected with the sewer system
for the purpose of examining and inspecting the connectlons and fixtures or for
disconnecting service or for any proper cause.

§ 18-114. Request for Abatements. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Customers desiring abatement from sewer charges due to vacancies shall give notice
in writing to the Authority for consideration under the Authority's rules and
regulations.

§ 18-115. Changing Rules and Variances. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

The Township reserves the right to change or amend, from time to time, this Part 1
in accordance with revisions or amendments in the Authority's rules and regulations
and applicable law.

§ 18-116. Sewer System Charges. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

. Tapping Fee. Tapping fees shall be established by the Authority in
accordance with its rules and regulations.

2. Sewer Rental Charges. All sewer rental charges (rates) shall be established
by the Authority in accordance with its rules and regulations.



§ 18-117. Permit and Inspection Fees. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

Fees shall be charged in an amount to be established, from time to time, by the
Authority in accordance with its rules and regulations.

§ 18-118. Industrial Waste. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

1.

Industrial Waste Discharge. All industrial waste is subject to regulations by the
Authority, and industrial waste users must comply with all current rules and
regulations of the Authority in effect at the time of application and are subject
to future revisions and/or additions to the same as may be applicable to their
particular use or connection.

Industrial Waste Surcharge. All industrial process waters may be subject to
a waste surcharge, which the Authority shall adopt, from time to time, and shall
be computed in accordance with the formula established by the Authority
pursuant to its rules and regulations.

§ 18-119. Administration of Fees and Surcharges. [Ord. 2023-134, 1/3/2023]

1.

The Authority as owner and operator of the wastewater treatment plant is solely
responsible for its operation and maintenance and for its effluent meeting the
discharge standards established by Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection. Therefore, the Authority will administer all requirements for issuing
wastewater discharge permits, determining the amount of any and all
surcharges and determining whether or not pretreatment of industrial wastes
will be required before discharging into the sewer system.

The Authority may adopt charges and fees for reimbursement of costs for the
development, implementation and operation of the Authority's industrial
pretreatment program as provided in its regulations and impose these fees upon
users who discharge industrial waste into the Authority's system.

All wastewater discharge permits, surcharges and other fees determined by the
Authority's regulations are payable directly to the Authority.

Industrial waste applicants must comply with all rules and regulations of
the Authority in effect at the time of application and are subject to future
revisions and/or additions to the same, as may be applicable to their particular
use or connection.



§ 18-120. Sewer Extension by Real Estate Developers/Builders. [Ord.
2023-134, 1/3/2023] Requests for Sewer Service and Reserved Capacity
Agreements.

A. All builders and real estate or commercial developers applying for sewer
service in Oxford Township will be subject to all applicable provisions
of these rules and regulations of the Authority.

(1)  Requests for Sewer Service. Real estate developers/builders
requesting sewer service for property not previously subdivided
or approved for sewer service should make application to the
Authority prior to the submission of the subdivision sketch plan
or preliminary plan if a sketch plan is not required.

(2) Reserved Capacity Agreement. Real estate developers/builders
may negotiate with the Authority to reserve treatment capacity in
the Authority's wastewater treatment plant. These agreements
will generally require the payment of the sewer tapping fee in
effect at the time for each EDU reserved.

§ 18-121. Township Requirements for Developer-Built Sewers. [Ord.
2023-134, 1/3/2023]

1.

Preliminary ~Approval of Sewer Line Plans. The Oxford Township
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance requires submission of a
preliminary plan of all subdivisions which includes ‘detailed information on
all existing and proposed sewers, together with a feasibility  report
concerning the availability and adequacy of sewer and water facilities in or
near a proposed land development. In addition to review by the Township
Planning Commission and other municipal officials, the Township Engineer
may review the submittal for adequacy of design and suitability of the
proposed sewer lines or may defer such review to the Authority's engineer.
To be acceptable for review by the Township, the plans must contain at least
the following information regarding sewer lines:

A. The location of said lines, together with pipe sizes, distance between
manholes, pipe grade, and manhole rim and invert elevations shown on
the plan. In addition, all sewer plans, including force mains, shall show
detailed profiles of the proposed construction, with manhole rim and
invert elevations, pipe size, grade and length of run.

B. If a pump station is part of the submission, design data shall be
furnished, including number of services, flow data, type of station,
proposed pump capacities, location of station and force main details.
Pump station and wet-well construction details, dimensions and
elevations shall also be included.



C. Where a right-of-way is to be utilized or a pump station site is to be
provided, there shall also be furnished with the preliminary plans a
complete description and property plat of the proposed right-of-way or
site. '

D. All sewer designs shall conform to at least the minimum requirements
of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.

2. Review Fees. There shall be a fee for review of the sewer design by the
Township Engineer, in an amount to be established, from time to time, by
resolution of the Board of Supervisors, which must accompany the preliminary
plans. The fee shall be in addition to other required subdivisions fees.

3, Construction in Accordance with Authority Specifications. All construction of
sewer lines which shall ultimately be taken over and/or connected to the
Authority's sewer system shall be constructed in strict accordance with the
Authority's rules and regulations.

4. Inspection of Construction.

A. All sewer construction by developers is required to be inspected. The
degree and length of the inspection will vary from project to project, but
it is required that no work shall be backfilled unless approval is given to
do so by the Township representative or the Authority.

B. Developers must pay all costs of inspection, and for purposes of
estimating costs for any inspections performed by the Township, a
minimum of two hours per day inspection of such construction should
be assumed. The cost of inspection shall be at the rate to be established,
from time to time, by resolution of the Board of Supervisors per hour,
with a minimum daily charge in an amount to be established, from
time to time, by resolution of the Board of Supervisors. Inspection costs
will be billed by the Township for actual time on the project and may
often exceed the minimum $60 per day. The developer will not be billed
for days when no inspection is provided. The cost of inspections by the
Authority is governed by the Authority's rules and regulations.

5. Independent Testing and Certification of Sewer Lines. Independent testing and
certification are the responsibility of the Authority and are governed by the
Authority's rules and regulations.



ENACTED AND ORDAINED this 3" day of January, 2023.

OXFORD TOWNSHIP
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